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St.Margaret’s Church

IPSWICH

A Christian Manifesto

This week's scripture reading from Romans includes a list of encouragements in very quick succession:
hate what is evil, hold fast to what is good. Love one another with mutual affection. Outdo one another in
showing honour. Do not lag in zeal. Serve the Lord. Rejoice in hope. Be patient in suffering. Persevere in
prayer. Contribute to the needs of the saints. Bless those who persecute you. Rejoice with those who
rejoice. Weep with those who weep. Do not be haughty. Associate with the lowly. Do not claim to be wiser
than you are. Do not repay evil with evil. Live peaceably with all. Never avenge yourselves. 'Vengeance is
mine', says the Lord. Feed hungry enemies. Give them something to drink. Overcome evil with good.

This is love in action.

Dolly Parton, richly blessed, used those blessings to glorify God in life and in death. How did she
associate with the lowly? She lifted up those who struggle to read by widening access to books and
literacy. A family history motivated her but there was no vengeance. Simply justice. Dolly worked for a
more just world by setting free people who are trapped by circumstances.

This is love in action.

In just the last couple of weeks, working largely with the social services team at Suffolk County Council,
St Margaret's Charities for the Needy have made a number of small, one-off grants to support the
purchase of school uniform, for the physical and mental wellbeing of young people and for furniture in a
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family home. Thank you Jean Grierson, for your work with church members and Borough Councillors as
you care for all of this.

This is love in action.

The Messy Vintage team this month, sharing a feast with friends at Park Manor and Norwood. Talking
about Jesus feeding the 5000, enjoying one another's company and singing together too.

Love in action.

We can talk about love. We can make our plans. But to love is to act. It is something that must be done.
We may be in love, but without doing love, love remains unseen. So what is your love in action today?
Prayer? Company? Buy a book? Be with those who weep?

Rev Sarah

Livestreamed services are marked (L). Please use the button below to view services at the
times given or to catch up at anytime.

Saturday 29th August (this morning!)
9.30am Breakfast for ALL

Sunday 30th August

8 am BCP Holy Communion

10am Parish Praise (L)

Tuesday 1st September

8 am Morning Prayer

3.30pm Holy Communion Christchurch Court
Wednesday 2nd September

8.30am St Margaret's VAP School - Staff Holy Communion
12 pm Holy Communion

2pm Interment of ashes

Thursday 3nd September
8prm-Cheral-Coemptine<t) Cancelled

Friday 4th August

8 am Morning Prayer in church
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Saturday 5th September
8.30am Men’s breakfast

We look forward to welcoming you to St Margaret’'s Church. Parking is available in St
Margaret’s School car park for weekend services. During the week, the children are in school
and we cannot use the playground as a car park. Please drive slowly and carefully through the
gates. We are grateful for our partnership with the school. The church will be open daily for private
prayer, reflection and visiting from 10am to 4pm.

Parking during the school holidays.
Please note that the ‘top’ car park is out of action as the wall repairs take place during the school
holidays and there is skip on the disabled parking space. If you need help to park your car or with
wheelchair assistance, do let us know.

This Sunday
Romans 12.9-21 (KJV)(NRSVUE)
Matthew 16.21-28 (KJV)(NRSVUE)

Read in traditional language - King James Version - at the 8am service and from the New Revised
Standard Version (Updated Edition) at other times. i.e.,

Saturday 29th August (today!)

It's not too late to come along to our Church Breakfast for All this morning. We will meet in the
Gladwyn Room at 9am for bacon (or veggie/vegan alternatives) rolls, coffee, tea or soft drinks and
time together. All are welcome. Parking is restricted to those that have already enquired.
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92 -10.30am
in the
church centre

Welcin people of all faiths and none St. Margaret’s
A - Church

I'PSWICH

Can you help? Heritage Open Weekend - 12th and 13th September
The weekend of 12th and 13th September is a busy time for St Margaret’s as we expect to
welcome over 100 visitors to the Heritage Open Days.

Can you spare an hour to welcome these visitors to our magnificent church? No prior experience
is needed, just a welcoming smile and a desire to help others enjoy our church. If so, please sign
up at the back of church or for further information, please contact: John Grierson 07801 278943
Or john.grierson@pbtinternet.com
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Church opening times:
Saturday 12th, from 9am to 5pm (with Hymns and Pimms from 3pm - please see flyer below)
Sunday 13th, from 1pm to 4pm

Ride and Stride! 12th September 2026

This annual event is taking place on Saturday 12 September, on the first day of the Heritage Open
Days weekend. Why not put on your walking boots or pump up your bicycle tyres and head out to
visit other churches?

We would also be grateful for volunteers to welcome visitors and to countersign their sponsorship
forms. Could you spare an hour on Saturday 12th September, please? We need 2 people to cover
each hour from 9am-5pm. A sign up sheet and sponsorship forms are available at the back of the
church. For further details about the Ride and Stride, please contact. Richard Jackson - 07768
113497.

A job advert from ‘Family First’, our neighbour on St. Margaret’s Street
Do share with anyone who may be interested.

We are hiring! Family Worker (Part-Time, Self-Employed)
Could you be our new Family Worker? We are looking for a compassionate and motivated
individual to join our team in a part-time, self-employed role of up to 12 hours per week.

The successful candidate will:

¢ Understand and support the Christian ethos and values of Family First.

¢ Have a passion for helping families thrive and build resilience.

¢ Be committed to making a positive difference in the lives of children and families.

¢ For more information, an informal discussion, or to request an application pack, please
contact: Sarah Stapleton, Service Lead, 07936 008199 Sarah.Stapleton@familyfirst-
uk.org; https://www.familyfirst-uk.org/

Choir

Please continue to pray for our choir director, Christopher Tinker who has returned home from
hospital to recuperate. Amanda Lockyer is with us over the summer. Choir practice will usually
continue on Thursday evenings, 7-8pm. If you have any queries about music in the meantime, or
are thinking about joining or re-joining the choir, do email music.stmagsips@gmail.com
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musicians & singers

Make a Joyful Noise

offer your instrument and/or your voice
- in singing songs of praise to God
. .

- We enjoy a wonderful variety of music at St

.| Margaret's and long for all musicians and singers
A in this community to share their God-given
musicality. Each month we get together to
rehearse and arrange the music for our services.

Choir
Thursdays 7-8pm

- | Musicians and Singers
y Mondays 7-9pm
" . 27" July - rehearsing for Aug. & start of Sept.
. 14 September 2026
- 26" October 2026
« 30" November 2026
N - 11" January 2027
.« 22" February 2027

9

office.stmagsips@.gma-iI.I::om ) "i li 1
st t . .

WWW.S r]nargare sipswic o'rg u St Marsaret’s Church
welcoming people of all faiths and none P % 1 E
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Hymns & Pimms
3pm Saturday 12
September

A relaxed outdoor singalong of
some of your favourite songs and
hymns.

Passers-by, friends and family will
all be very welcome.

With live piano accompaniment &
complimentary Pimms (while stocks
last - other drinks available!)

Community singing is good for
wellbeing. Why not come and
give it a try!

If it rains we'll be in the church!

St. Margaret’s
Church

I'PSWICH

https://mailchi.mp/4d7c2041424d/sunday-128213407e=a489694140

|

712



30/08/2026, 19:32 Sunday's Service details, this week's news and opportunities not to be missed!

Q TIME:
) 5-7:30pm

St Margaret’s Church Centre
Parking St Margaret’s Primary Schoo[

uﬂ Brmg a dish to share

Please let Naomi know what you
are bringing and also include
ingredients for allergies!

=33 Q) 2~

Naomi_wingrove@yahoo.com

for more information
o233 Q 2&—=

Thanksgiving
For holidays and time out during August, whether we are away or closer to home.

Prayer
Praying for our community: residents, visitors, businesses and passers-by this week, as we pray
for Discovery Drive, Pearmain Lane, and Braeburn Close.
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Support

Remember our Pastoral Team is here to support members of the St Margaret’s community,
whether ill or in need of a friendly listening ear, details can be found towards the bottom of this
email.

Social Action
Please remember we have a box at the back of the church all year round to collect contributions
of food and toiletries.

Green Tip of the week: Can you conserve water around your home?

We are increasingly getting long dry spells, and it will take time for our reservoir levels to get back
to normal. Conserving water is important, so please try not to keep the tap running unnecessarily
(particularly when cleaning your teeth. If you have a glass of water you find you don’t need then
use it to water a houseplant. If you are on a meter this will save you money, but it will also help
save the planet as well!

Our thanks to Rev. Stainer for his weekly green tips.

Eco Church

Are you interested in the environment, local wildlife or would like to help make our church more
eco friendly? Or you may have seen our carbon footprint poster at the back of the church and
wondered what it was all about? We have an “eco group” who are looking for some more
volunteers to join them. Please contact Maggie Conder on ecochurch.stmagips@gmail.com.

Sunday 6th September
8 am BCP Holy Communion
10am Family Communion (L)
6pm Prayer & Praise
Tuesday 8th September

8 am Morning Prayer
Wednesday 9th September
9am School Service

12 pm Holy Communion
Friday 11th August
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8 am Morning Prayer in church
Saturday 12th September
9am - 5pm Ride and Stride
3pm Hymns & Pimms

Sunday 13th September
8 am BCP Holy Communion
10am Cafe church

6pm Choral communion (L)
Tuesday 15th September

8 am Morning Prayer
Wednesday 17th September
9am School Service

12 pm Holy Communion - no soup lunch
Thursday 17th August
3.15pm Together

Friday 18th August

8 am Morning Prayer in church
Saturday 19th September
8.30am Men’s breakfast

Save The Dates

Saturday 26th September -

Together at Harvest in the Church Centre 10 - 11.30am

Bring & Share Harvest Supper ‘Around the World’ 5-7.30pm

Saturday 17th October - ‘Floetry’ - a concert performed by Suffolk Chamber Choir
Saturday 21st November - Quiz Night

The life and mission of St Margaret’s is financially sustained through generous giving. If you have been giving
regularly as part of your practice of gratefully living in God's service, thank you. If you're new to the community, or
would like to think about celebrating life in this way, you may find the following helpful: we receive no income from
‘The Church’... we are the church! So, thank you — for anything and everything that you are able to give in
response to God’s generosity.

In church you can give in a couple of ways on the day:

e Collection plate — during services a collection plate is sometimes passed among the congregation, but
you will more often find it at the South door as you leave or arrive. Do use a yellow envelope if you're a tax
payer so gift aid may be re-claimed.

e Tap giving — during services a tap giving machine is located on the pillar on the west wall, to the left of the
bell tower — do consider tapping your card or device. As well as giving regularly, this is also a good way of
offering an occasional additional gift.

® Regular Giving — St Margaret’s is registered with the Parish Giving Scheme, allowing you to be in control
of your giving and to give securely and safely online by Direct Debit.

® Online giving — If you wish to make a one-off or extra gift online, you can do so securely via the Parish
Giving Scheme.
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e Gift Aid — if you are a tax payer, St Margaret’s can claim back the basic tax you have already paid to the
government. To make the appropriate declarations, please speak with the treasurer, John Grierson.

® | eaving a gift in your will or making a donation in memory of a loved one — no matter how large or
small, every gift makes a difference. If you would like to talk about this with someone, in confidence, then
please consider speaking with the treasurer, John Grierson or the Vicar, Sarah.

Contact us:

Revd Sarah Geileskey - Vicar

Email: revsarahgeileskey@gmail.com

Address: The Vicarage, 32 Constable Road, IP4 2UW

Telephone: 07841 687879

Sarah's rest days are usually Thursday each week and the second Friday of each month
Revd Helen Prior-Townsend - Curate

Email: helenptstmags@gmail.com

Telephone: 07541 707543

Helen’s rest days are usually Monday each week and every fourth Tuesday of each month.
George Woodward - Licensed Lay Minister (Reader)

Email: reader.stmagsips@gmail.com

Telephone: 07990 573258

George’s quiet days tend to be Wednesdays and Fridays.

Churchwardens

Bart Bisbal

Email: churchwardens.stmagsips@gmail.com
Telephone: 07495 759203

Office

Email: office.stmagsips@gmail.com

Office Hours: Tuesday 9.30am - 1.30pm, Wednesday and Friday 9.30am - 2.30pm
Number: 07733 609661 and leave a message.

We are taking the opportunity to rationalise email addresses. With immediate effect, please
use office.stmagsips@gmail.com for all correspondence. We are still trying to maintain the current office
opening hours: Tuesday, Wednesday and Fridays 9.30am - 2.30pm but this is not always possible, so if
you have a particular reason for visiting the office, do email or call ahead of time to confirm.

Pastoral Support: The Pastoral Care Team are a small group of volunteers who try and support people in a
variety of situations by offering a listening ear, a helping hand or by providing useful information. Please
click here for more information or contact Maggie Conder at pastoralteam.stmagsips@gmail.com.

Safeguarding: This parish recognises that the welfare of children, young people and vulnerable adults is
paramount and that we have a duty of care when they are in our charge. We will do everything that we can to
provide a safe and caring environment whilst they attend our activities. When there is a disclosure of harm or there
are concerns about the welfare of any children, young person or vulnerable adult, all adults in our church
community are expected to share their concerns and allegations with one of the following:

Frederike Jacob is our assistant Parish Safeguarding Officer

More information on how you can report any safeguarding concerns is available from The Diocese of St
Edmundsbury and Ipswich here
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Newsletter Contents

Please send any items for next week’s newsletter to the Church Office (office.stmagsips@gmail.com), ideally by
email, by Thursday lunchtime please. If you would like to receive this mailing each week please complete this
form https://stmargaretsips.churchsuite.com/connect/mydetails/submit
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